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Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's response of April 29, 2009 has been entered and fully considered. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 6, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Morck. 

Morck discloses a fluid spraying apparatus comprising a spray gun having a inlet, a 
reservoir for a fluid to be sprayed (column 3, line 40), a connector means 30 connecting 
an outlet from the reservoir to the inlet of the spray gun in use, the connector means 
being releasable for detaching the outlet from the inlet, wherein the connector means 
comprises at least one resilient clip 33 on one of the reservoir and spray gun 
engageable with an abutment on the other of the reservoir and spray gun to resist axial 
separation of the reservoir and spray gun (see Figure 3), wherein the reservoir outlet 
and spray gun inlet are connectable by push fit and the resilient clip comprises a spring 
leg arranged to extend substantially parallel to the direction of movement of the 
reservoir outlet towards/away from the spray gun inlet and the abutment comprises a 
ledge transverse to the direction of movement such that the spring leg engages behind 
the ledge at 32 when the reservoir outlet is connected to the spray gun inlet, and 
wherein one of the spring leg and ledge has a cam face arranged to deflect the spring 
leg when the reservoir outlet is connected to the spray gun inlet to allow a distal end of 
the spring leg to pass the ledge and latch behind the ledge to secure releasably the 
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reservoir to tine spray gun. Altliougli Morels does not disclose permitting rotation of the 
outlet relative to the inlet while the reservoir is attached to the spray gun, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
that since the outlet section of the reservoir connects to the inlet of the gun via the 
spring leg abutting the ledge as recited and is not permanently attached by molding or 
gluing for example, the outlet can be at least slightly rotated relative to the inlet, thus 
meeting the limitation of permitting rotation of the outlet relative to the inlet while the 
reservoir is attached to the spray gun. Claim 14 would have been a matter of design 
choice since it involves a change in the positions of parts which will still carry out its 
intended function properly. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 7-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed April 29, 2009 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. After examining the patent of Morck the examiner still believes the 
device of Morck discloses the structural limitations of the instant invention and states 
that material from a container flows into housing part 17 via part 3 (column 5, lines 46- 
49). Thus, housing part 18 has never been designated as the spray gun inlet. The 
connecting part 3 is held in place via the notches 32 on part 3 and the spring 33, and is 
therefore releasable for detaching the outlet from the inlet since part 3 is also an inlet to 
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the spray gun from which material from the container flows. Since the part 3 is a 
separate part from the gun and can be removed, the outlet and the inlet do not rotate 
together because the inlet of the gun is separate from the connecting part 3. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Davis Hwu whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4904. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 8:00-4:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Len Tran 
can be reached on (571 )272-1 1 84. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the 
status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
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from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



/Davis Hwu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3752 



